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Direction This Airworthiness Directive is published by the DGAC on behalf of Translation of : Navigabilité » of
générale EASA, Airworthines; Authority of the State of Design for the affected ransiation of « ConSIr?S;ggr_ avigabilité » of same
de product, part or appliance. In case of difficulty, reference should be made to
I'aviation the French issue.
civile
France No person may operate an aircraft to which an Airworthiness Directive applies,
except in accordance with the requirements of that Airworthiness Directive,
GSAC unless otherwise agreed with the Authority of the State of Registry.
publication
Corresponding foreign Airworthiness Directive(s): Airworthiness Directive(s) replaced:
Not applicable None
Person in charge of airworthiness: Type(s):
ATR ATR 42 aircraft
Type certificate(s) No. 176
TCDS No 176
ATA chapter: Subject:
57 Wings - Outer wing boxes - Upper skin and ribs

1. EFEFECTIVITY:

ATR 42-200, -300, -320, -400 and -500 aircraft models, all serial numbers, having accumulated more than
4000 flight cycles at the effective date of this Airworthiness Directive (AD).

2. REASONS:

Cracking damage have been detected on the wing of an ATR 42-300 in-service aircraft. These damage
were located at upper feet of ribs and upper surface skin of wing outer boxes.

If not detected and corrected in a timely manner, these damage could adversaly affect the structural
integrity of the aircraft.

The actions mandated by the AD are intended to inspect the remaining ATR 42 fleet, to identify other
possible similar cases of cracks.

3. MANDATORY ACTIONS AND COMPLIANCE TIMES:

The following measures are rendered mandatory from the effective date of this AD :

3.1. Before 3 months, perform an external detailed visual inspection (DVI) of outer boxes upper skin, on
the right and left wing from rib 24 to rib 29 according to Service Bulletin (SB) ATR 42-57-0064 Part A.

3.2. According to the result of the inspection required by § 3.1:

3.2.1. If no damage is detected : before July 31, 2005, perform an internal inspection of rib feet from
rib 24 to rib 29 according to SB ATR 42-57-0064 Part B, and send inspection results to ATR.

3.2.2. If damage is found: before the next flight, perform an internal inspection of rib feet from rib 24
to rib 29 according to SB ATR 42-57-0064 Part B and send inspection results to ATR.

3.3. If damage(s) is (are) found after completion of the internal inspections required by § 3.2.1 and

n/CG § 3.2.2, it is necessary before next flight, to repair using an approval solution.
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4. REFERENCE PUBLICATION:

Service Bulletin ATR 42-57-0064
(Any further approved revision of this SB is acceptable).

5. EFFECTIVE DATE:

January 01, 2005.

6. REMARK:

For questions concerning the technical contents of this AD’s requirements, contact:

ATR - Yves OTTOGALI - Fax: 33 562216718 - E-Mail : yves.ottogali@atr.fr

7. APPROVAL:

This AD is approved under EASA reference No 2004-12117 dated December 13, 2004.




