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HELICOPTER – MAIN ROTOR BLADES – INSPECTION/REPLACEMENT
Applicability: Model R22-series helicopters, with a main rotor blade (blade), part number (P/N) A016-1 or A016-2,
installed, certificated in any category.

Effective date: October 07, 2004

Compliance: Required as indicated in FAA AD 2004-19-09.

Remarks: The compliance of this AD must be recorded in Aircraft Logbook, where applicable the requirements of this AD must be integrated
into Aircraft Technical Documentation. Address inquiries concerning this AD to: Civil Aviation Authority, Airworthiness Division, Ruzyne
Airport, 160 08 Prague 6, Czech Republic, tel: 420 233320922, fax: 420 220562270.

Ing. Pavel MATOUŠEK
director
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2004-19-09 Robinson Helicopter Company: Amendment 39-13803. Docket No. 2004-SW-15-AD. Supersedes
Emergency AD 2004-06-52, Docket No. 2004-SW-01-AD.
Applicability: Model R22-series helicopters, with a main rotor blade (blade), part number (P/N) A016-1 or A016-2,
installed, certificated in any category.
Compliance: Required as indicated, unless accomplished previously.
To prevent a fatigue crack, blade failure, and subsequent loss of control of the helicopter, accomplish the following:
(a) Within 10 hours time-in-service (TIS) or 30 days, whichever occurs first, for helicopters with blades, P/N A0162, that are 5 or more years old, or have 1,000 or more hours TIS, track-and-balance the blades. If an abnormal
increase in vibration occurs within 5 hours TIS after the last track and balance, before further flight, replace the
blades with airworthy blades, P/N A016-2, that are less than 10 years old and have less than 2,200 hours TIS, or
airworthy blades, P/N A016-4, that are less than 12 years old and have less than 2,200 hours TIS.
(b) Within 10 hours TIS or 30 days, whichever occurs first, for helicopters with blades, P/N A016-1, replace the
blades with airworthy blades, P/N A016-2 or A016-4.
(c) Within 10 hours TIS or 30 days, whichever occurs first, determine the age of each blade:
(1) For a zero-hour TIS (new) blade delivered with an Airworthiness Approval tag, the time begins on the date stated
on that tag. For a blade older than 9 years that pre-dates the use of the Airworthiness Approval tag and was delivered
as a new blade with a "yellow tag," the time begins on the date stated on that tag. Any subsequent yellow tag issued
for a blade after the blade was placed into service is not valid for determining the original manufacture date.
(2) For a new blade that has neither an Airworthiness Approval tag nor a yellow tag because it was delivered on a
factory-new helicopter, the time begins on the date stated on the original Airworthiness Certificate as documented in
the aircraft maintenance records.
(3) For a new blade installed on an overhauled helicopter, the time begins on the date the helicopter was returned to
service after overhaul as documented in the aircraft logbook or work report.
(4) For all other blades, the time begins on the date of manufacture. This date can be obtained from the manufacturer
by providing them the serial number and part number.
(d) Within 10 hours TIS or 30 days, whichever occurs first, for helicopters with blades, P/N A016-2, replace the
blades with airworthy blades on or before reaching 2,200 hours TIS or 10 years, whichever occurs first.
(e) Within 10 hours TIS or 30 days, whichever occurs first, revise the component history card or equivalent
maintenance record for blades, P/N A016-2, by adding a 10-year retirement life to the current 2,200 hours TIS
retirement life.
(f) Revise the Airworthiness Limitations section of the applicable maintenance manual by adding a new retirement
life of 10 years to the current 2,200 hours TIS retirement life for blades, P/N A016-2.
Note: Robinson Model R22 Maintenance Manual, dated January 16, 2004, contains the revised Airworthiness
Limitations section.
(g) To request a different method of compliance or a different compliance time for this AD, follow the procedures in
14 CFR 39.19. Contact the Los Angeles Aircraft Certification Office, Transport Airplane Directorate, FAA, for
information about previously approved alternative methods of compliance.
(h) Special flight permits will not be issued.
(i) This amendment becomes effective on October 7, 2004.
Footer Information
Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on September 16, 2004.
David A. Downey,
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Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 04-21269 Filed 9-21-04; 8:45 am]
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